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October 4-8, 2009
  2009 Mill Tour
  Spokane/Coeur d’Alene

October 7, 2009
Hawkeye-Husker Golf Outing
Logan, IA

October 8, 2009
Hawkeye-Husker Clay Shoot
Woodbine, IA

October 7-9, 2009
NLBMDA Industry Summit
Tucson, AR

January 11-12, 2010
Northwestern Building
Products Expo
Hinckley, MN

February 10-11, 2010
WRLA Convention
Wisconsin Dells, WI

March 4-5, 2010
Iowa Lumber Convention
Coralville, IA

March 10-11, 2010
Nebraska Lumber Dealers 
Convention
La Vista, NE

continued on page 2

NLA Board of Directors Election Results

Results of the elections for the 2009-2010 NLA Board of Directors were announced at the 
Annual Meeting on September 19, 2009. The newly elected board members are:

Chairman of the Board: John Bates, Barnes Building Materials, Cedar Rapids, IA
First Vice Chairman: Larry Provance, Arrow Building Center, Chadron, NE
Second Vice Chairman: Wayne Briggs, Crane Johnson Lumber, Fargo, ND
Treasurer: Jeff Gallagher, Larchwood Lumber Co., Larchwood, IA
Immediate Past Chairman: Ron Enter, wRight Lumber & Millwork, Inc., Buffalo, MN
Iowa Director: Mark Leachman, II, Leachman Lumber Co., Des Moines, IA
Minnesota Director: Tim Hennan, Hennen Lumber Co., Freeport, MN
Nebraska Director: Kelly Hodson, West-Hodson Lumber Co., Osmond, NE
Associate Director: Daryl Doehr, Marvin Windows & Doors, Eagan, MN

Thank you all board members past and present for your time and dedication to 
Northwestern Lumber Association.  Welcome to all new board members, we look 
forward to working with you in the coming year.

Northwestern Building Products Expo Education
Growth through Change
Finding the Right Direction for Your Business

Times may be tough, but your association is 
here to help you assess the changes seen in 
the industry and plan the actions you need to 
take to grow your business.  We are excited 
about the Northwestern Building Products 
Expo, which will be held January 11-12, 2010 
at the Grand Casino Hinckley Conference 
Center. Over the past couple of years so much 
has changed in the industry—the current 
economic situation, new regulations and 
technology—making it hard to know what 
will and what will not affect your business. 
The speakers and educational seminars at 
the 2010 Expo are all designed to address 
these issues.

Yes, times may be tough, but you can still 
laugh and learn with JL Glass of the JL 
Zone, the featured speaker at the Monday 
night dinner event immediately following 
the exhibitor reception. You won’t want 
to miss his entertaining and informative 
presentation A Million Dollars is Only 
One Good Idea Away. Toby Madden from 

the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 
will kick off the day on Tuesday with his 
Economic Forecast for 2010.  Madden 
has the ability to start with world economic 
news, drive down to the regional factors 
that affect your business, and deliver it 
without being a “dry economist.” 

Having trouble figuring out the new bank-
ing regulations and how they affect your 
business?  You’ll want to attend Current 
Banking Practices, with Brian Nicklason 
from the Independent Community Bankers 
of Minnesota. The seminar Management 
Best Practices is a new reality program 
where attendees learn best management 
practices by developing a “start-up lumber-
yard” through the facilitation of Jeff Leys, 
The Empire Company. If you do in-home 
sales and wonder how you can be more ef-
fective, Dave Allison of Allison & Associates, 
will teach a seminar on In Home Sales, 
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email BOOM Service for SUPPLIERS 

Webinar Addresses Navigating the Court System

Learn the basics of bringing or defending 
a lawsuit.  That is the topic of “Welcome 
to Lawyerland!  How to Navigate the 
Court System,” a new webinar with attor-
ney Annie Catmull, to be held Thursday, 
October 22, 2009 from 2:00 to 3:00 pm 
central time.  Catmull, who works with 
the firm of Walker, Wilcox and Matousek, 
has a nationwide practice representing 
creditors large and small.  When you 
are faced with the prospect of litiga-
tion, understanding the court system 
will help you control costs and improve 
the chances of a satisfactory resolution.  
This webinar will be useful to all LBM 
dealers in any state.  It will cover

The differences among small claims, •	
common pleas, and municipal 
courts.

When you would expect to be in •	
federal or state court.

Circumstances in which you are •	
allowed to represent yourself, and 
when you are not.

Alternatives to litigation:  mediation •	
and arbitration.

What are your initial steps when you •	
or your company are sued?

Finding a reliable attorney, getting •	
him or her the facts, and controlling 
costs, including the trend toward 
flat fee billing.

The cost is $139 per logged on computer.  
For further information or to register, 
contact Suzanne Lechtman, (800) 469-
8744 or slechtman@nlassn.org.

Feature Program
Driver’s Vehicle 

Inspection Log Books

Required by the Department of Transpor-
tation to operate a motor carrier. Detailed 
DVIR’s list specific tractor and trailer parts 
to help simplify inspection.  Books include 
key regulations to remind drivers of DOT 
required procedures.  Call Amber at (763) 
595-4062 or (800) 863-7104 

Special Pricing Effective 
Through Oct 31,2009 

6* - $14.00 • 12-24  - $2.15/ea
25–49 - $1.95/ea • 50–100 - $1.60/ea 

*minimum quantity

NLA Blog

Check out the most recent NLA 
blog posting, Optimism from the 
Accounts Receivable Survey at:
nlamembershipdesk.blogspot.com

Iowa-Nebraska Challenge
It’s not too late register for the Iowa-
Nebraska Challenge. The golf event 
is on Wednesday, October 7 and the 
sporting clay shoot is on Thursday, 

October 8.  Call Guy Marzano today at 
(612) 839-7288 for more information 
and to sign up.  

where he 
will give ad-
vice on how 
to handle 
actual situ-
ations submitted by lumber yards.  If you 
are getting requests from customers to 
incorporate green products and systems 
into the design of their home, attend 
The Sustainable House, by Mike Wil-
liams from Minnesota GreenStar, who 
will share information on the design and 
methodology of building Minnetonka’s 
Platinum Certified Green Home.  

New this year the exhibit hall will 
be closed from 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
for a Membership Meeting and 
Lunch.  Come hear Craig Webb from 
ProSales magazine speak on Where 
to Place Your Bets in 2010.  
Craig travels throughout the country 
visiting lumberyards and will share his 
perspective on where our industry is 
headed.

Watch for registration materials coming 
in November with more detailed 
information.

Expo Education 
...continued from page 1

Send information to our verified email list 
of dealers in NLA’s five state area. Tell 
them about on new products, sale pricing 
or let them know you will be at NLA’s trade 
shows. Reach your customer base through 
this easy to use, economical service. 
 
Price - 
$30 member/$55 non-member
Provide us with the information, your 
logo, and links to your website and we 
will send the information out.  Only two 

BOOM announcements per week will be 
sent to retailers so as to not overwhelm 
their inbox. Announcements will be 
sent in the order that we receive them.   
Contact Melanie Hultman  at 
melojala@aol.com for additional 
information and to jump on the BOOM 
wagon! 
NLA reserves the right to edit materials 
prior to delivery with the customer’s ap-
proval.

AIA Minnesota Convention
Attend the 75th Annual AIA Minnesota 
Convention, November 10-13, 2009 at 
the Minneapolis Convention Center!  This 
year’s theme, Converge | Emerge, sets the 
framework for industry professionals to 
CONVERGE around issues that matter to 
us and EMERGE stronger with collective 
ideas that can have a widespread impact. 
 

The AIA Minnesota Convention is known 
for consistently attracting 2,000 or more 
attendees, offering exceptional programs 
and providing opportunities to network 
with state-of-the-art exhibiting com-
panies.  Find out more and register at 
www.aia-mn.org/ext_convention/2009-
convention.cfm.


